Congregational Churchw

{/w 60&9‘%

INCLUSIVE. SPIRITUALLY ALIVE. JOIN US.

August 30, 2026 — 9:00 AM
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Rev. Laura Biddle, Minister
Jordan Gravel, Music Leader
Robert Dionne, Organist
Heather Bridges, Choir Leader
Christina Alvarez and Amber Nicole Cannan, Youth Troupe
Louise Popp, Church Administrator

An Open and Affirming Congregation

2013 Elm Street, Manchester, NH 03104-2528
Tel. (603) 669-2807 ~ Fax (603) 668-9041
admin@brookside.org ~ www.brooksidecc.org



*Please Stand

GREETING

The flowers this morning are given by Anne and Richard Rodman

for the beauty of God'’s creation.

PRELUDE Blowin' in the Wind

Robert Dionne, Organist

CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader: Our help is from God who hears our longings and knows
our insecurities. Come worship the One who answers our
prayers.

People: Like an undertow at the beach, our hearts could be
swept away without God’s loving presence.

Leader. God has gifted each one of us in unique ways. In our
variety, we complement one another.

People: We’ve got a friend in Jesus and in each other. As the
winds blow in all directions, our divine companion
grounds us.

Leader: Today, in thankfulness, we bring songs of freedom and
peace. Folks songs from our heart, bind us as one body in
Christ.

OPENING PRAYER

God the Source of love and peace, observe our worship, knowing

our innermost secrets, calling us by name. We dare call on you to

welcome your Word and songs into our hearts. We trust that your
mercy is abundantly here for us to trust that today is the first day of
the rest of our lives. Increase among us empathy with all who live in
fear, violence or loneliness. Grant us a spirit of hospitality for all. May
we worship you during this time with a deep sense of hope,
harmony, and peace. AMEN

*HYMN Will the Circle Be Unbroken

SCRIPTURE Romans 12:9-21 Jen Dube

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; love

one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing

honor. Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the Lord. Rejoice
in hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in prayer. Contribute to the
needs of the saints; pursue hospitality to strangers. Bless those who



persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who
rejoice; weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one
another; do not be arrogant, but associate with the lowly; do not
claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but
take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far
as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge
yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written,
“VYengeance is mine; | will repay, says the Lord.” Instead, “if your
enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them
something to drink, for by doing this you will heap burning coals on
their heads.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with

good.
SERMON Let Love be Genuine Rev. Laura Biddle
ANTHEM Circle Game
PRAYERS
ANTHEM Both Sides Now
LORD’S PRAYER
OFFERTORY Rainbow Connection
Peter VanAmburg
*DOXOLOGY
*HYMN You’'ve Got a Friend
BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE I've Got Peace Like a River

Robert Dionne, Organist

Deacon of the Week: Chris Taylor
Reader: Jen Dube
Sound Technician: Peter VanAmburg
Technology: Brian Brady



% Please Remember in Prayer E@

Cliff and Martha Church Tricia Lucas

Amber Nicole Cannan Leigh Polish

Sis Dunn Anna O’'Donnell

Judy Foley and Lloyd Freese Helene and Michael Sullivan

Anne Lachance

Brookside’s sponsor children: Eben Gulo and Ryan Pierre
~ Sakubva Church, UCC - the center candle celebrates our
Ukama Partnership since 1996 ~

Scan the code to
donate to
Brookside Church.

Envelopes for special Mission donations can be found at the church entrances.

Blessing of the Animals — Sunday, September 6 Outdoor Service

Join us at 9:00 am for the Blessing of the Animals. Our service will be held
outdoors on the Manning House Lawn. Please bring a chair or blanket to sit
on. Blessings will be given by Rev. Laura Biddle. All pets and people are
welcome. This will also be Jordan Gravel’s last Sunday with us. We appreciate
the grace he brought to the position as our interim Music Leader.

Church Potluck and Blessing of Fellowship Hall - Sunday, September 13
Join us after the service for a potluck lunch in Fellowship Hall and Blessing of
the newly renovated Fellowship Hall. Families/individuals with last names A
- M bring a dessert to share, families/individuals with last names N -Z
bring a Main/Side dish to share!




Will the Circle be Unbroken

There are loved ones in the glory

Whose dear forms you often miss,

When you close your earthly story
Will you join them in their bliss?

Will the circle be unbroken

By and by, yes, by and by

In a better home a waiting
In the sky, in the sky?

In the joyous days of childhood,
Oft they told of wondrous love,
Pointed to the dying Savior,
Now they dwell with Him above.

Will the circle be unbroken

By and by, yes, by and by

In a better home a waiting
In the sky, in the sky?

You remember songs of heaven
Which you sang with childish voice,
Do you love the hymns they taught you,
Or are songs of earth your choice?

Will the circle be unbroken

By and by, yes, by and by

In a better home a waiting
In the sky, in the sky?



You’ve Got a Friend

When you're down and troubled
And you need some lovin' care
And nothin', nothin' is goin' right
Close your eyes and think of me
And soon | will be there
To brighten up even your darkest night

You just call out my name
And you know, wherever | am
I'll come runnin'

To see you again
Winter, spring, summer or fall
All you have to do is call
And I'll be there
You've got a friend

Now, ain't it good to know that you've got a friend
When people can be so cold?
They'll hurt you, yes, and desert you
And take your soul if you let them
Oh, but don't you let them

You just call out my name
And you know, wherever | am
I'll come runnin’, runnin', yeah, yeah, yeah
To see you again
Winter, spring, summer or fall
All you have to do is call
And I'll be there, yes, | will
You've got a friend
You've got a friend

Ain't it good to know you've got a friend?
Ain't it good to know? Ain't it good to know?
Ain't it good to know
You've got a friend?



