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October 4, 2026 – 10:00 AM 

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 



*Please Stand 

GREETING 
The Flowers are given in loving memory of Hope Pearson by Sarah 
and Bob Merrill, and Carl Pearson. 
PRELUDE   Ukuthula (Song for Peace); Traditional Zulu 
          Youth Bell Choir 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader: The God who sets us free from turmoil, invites us to 

worship together. Come into this time with open minds and 
open hearts. 

People: We are called from the tumult of the world to this hour 
of worship. May we focus our minds on the Word of 
God. 

Leader: God is present with us, eager to speak so we can hear the 
Word. We join the Christian world uniting today for Holy 
Communion. 

People: May we be in awe of the circle of faith that connects us 
across borders. As we see eye-to-eye in this sanctuary 
and receive the bread and cup, let us be aware of our 
harmonies with the world. 

Leader: We are ready to listen for God’s wisdom, to praise God 
with songs and greetings of love, and to create a circle of 
healing Light. 

OPENING PRAYER 
God, our rock and our redeemer, enlighten us with the stories from 
the ancient witnesses of our Gospels. Lead us with your unending 
love for humanity and with divine hope for peace in this world. We 
feel overwhelmed by the conflicts on the planet. We turn to you for 
help. Guide us into the deepness where your love and faith 
surrounds our hearts. We seek to be your peace makers. Energize 
us for service. AMEN 
*HYMN        The Church's One Foundation      N 386 
SCRIPTURE              Acts 3:1-16 
One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of 
prayer, at three o’clock in the afternoon. And a man lame from birth 
was being carried in. People would lay him daily at the gate of the 



temple called the Beautiful Gate so that he could ask for alms from 
those entering the temple. When he saw Peter and John about to go 
into the temple, he asked them for alms. Peter looked intently at him, 
as did John, and said, “Look at us.” And he fixed his attention on 
them, expecting to receive something from them. Peter said, “I have 
no silver or gold, but what I have I give you; in the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, stand up and walk.” And he took him by the right 
hand and raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankles were 
made strong. Jumping up, he stood and began to walk, and he 
entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising 
God.  All the people saw him walking and praising God, and they 
recognized him as the one who used to sit and ask for alms at the 
Beautiful Gate of the temple, and they were filled with wonder and 
astonishment at what had happened to him. While he clung to Peter 
and John, all the people ran together to them in the portico called 
Solomon’s Portico, utterly astonished. When Peter saw it, he 
addressed the people, “Fellow Israelites, why do you wonder at this, 
or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we 
had made him walk? The God of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, the 
God of our ancestors, has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you 
handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had 
decided to release him. But you rejected the holy and righteous one 
and asked to have a murderer given to you, and you killed the author 
of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 
And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, 
whom you see and know, and the faith that is through Jesus has 
given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you. 
SERMON              Seeing Eye to Eye Rev. Laura Biddle  
ANTHEM                         Come, Share the Lord    Brookside Choir        

OFFERTORY            
*DOXOLOGY                           

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  

INVITATION 
COMMUNION PRAYER 
LORDS PRAYER                    



SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
One Bread, One Body       Brookside Choir 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
*HYMN                      Every Time I Feel the Spirit      N 282   
BENEDICTION  
POSTLUDE                
                             Deacon of the Week: Ed Mitchell 

                                        Reader: Ed Mitchell 

   Sound Technician: Peter VanAmburg 
     Technology: Dale Trombley 

 

 

Please Remember in Prayer 
    
      Our Homebound Members and Friends. 
 
Brookside’s sponsor children: Eben Gulo and Ryan Pierre 

~ Sakubva Church, UCC – the center candle celebrates our  
Ukama Partnership since 1996 ~ 
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Envelopes for special Mission donations can be found at the church entrances. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scan the code to 
donate to 
Brookside Church. 



The Brookside Choir is looking for new members to help us make a “joyful 
noise” during our Sunday worship services.  No prior choir experience is 
necessary.  You do not have to commit to being there every week - all that is 
required is a desire to sing and have fun!  
The Brookside Choir will host a breakfast of coffee and donuts in the Narthex 
on Sunday, November 1st at 8:30 am.  Come meet the choir, have breakfast, 
and stay for choir practice at 9:00am in the sanctuary.  We will begin practicing 
music for Advent and Christmas that day. Please join us! 
 
  
UCC Neighbors in Need Special Offering   
Throughout the month of October, all of us at Brookside have the opportunity 
to participate in the 2026 United Church of Christ (UCC) Neighbors in Need 
offering. This year all of the Special Offerings are part of “A Year of Love” with 
each offering guiding and encouraging us towards generosity rooted in love. 
The 2026 UCC Neighbors in Need theme is “Advocacy and Justice Ministries”. 
This offering is based on Ephesians 5:2 “Walk in love, as Christ loved us”. As 
noted by the UCC, “this offering is transformative because it calls us to work 
towards collective justice, creating a genuine ecosystem of people who work 
collaboratively across issues and geographies to bring about social change” 
Neighbors in Need funds justice ministries engaged in advocacy and direct 
support. One-third of the offering supports the Council for American Indian 
Ministries (CAIM), comprising over 20 Native congregations and over 1,000 
individuals in the UCC , and two-thirds funds justice efforts in the National 
Ministries.  
Donations for this special offering may be made via the DONATE button at 
Brooksidecc.org/donate or through Special offering envelopes located in the 
Narthex. 
 
Fall Community Concert 
Join us Saturday, October 3, 2026, 4:30pm – 6:30pm in the sanctuary for a 
free concert (donations welcome) with local favorite Chad LaMarsh. Let music 
fill our church as we usher in a new season and kick off the 2027 stewardship 
campaign. Following the concert all are invited to visit our newly renovated 
Fellowship Hall for socializing and ice cream Sundays. Don’t miss this exciting 
event at Brookside!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Fall Book Group - October 27 on Zoom 
Join Rev. Laura for our fall book group on Tuesday, October 27 at 6:00 pm 
on Zoom. We will be discussing "I See You've Called In Dead" by John 
Kenney. It is a dark comedic book about a disillusioned obituary writer who 
accidentally publishes his own death notice. We will explore themes of life and 
mortality, and grief and connection. Please get in touch with the office if you 
would like to join us 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 


	the sacrament of holy communion

