
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Laura Biddle, Minister 

Michelle Jaques, Music Leader 

Heather Bridges, Choir Leader 

Christina Alvarez and Amber Nicole Cannon, Youth Troupe 

Louise Popp, Church Administrator 

 

An Open and Affirming Congregation  

2013 Elm Street, Manchester, NH  03104-2528 
Tel. (603) 669-2807  ~  Fax (603) 668-9041 

admin@brookside.org  ~  www.brooksidecc.org 

 

 

March 22, 2026 – 10:00 AM 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 



*Please Stand 

GREETING      
The flowers this morning are given by Martha Cushing in loving 
memory of her husband Earl.   
PRELUDE          I Will Praise Him     
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader: Each step we take in Lent brings us closer to the cross.  
People: We walk carefully the closer we get to where Jesus 

will die. We are reminded that death is a solemn and 
sacred experience. 

Leader: Let us not be afraid. Though we want to close our eyes 
and rest our minds, we also long to accompany Jesus. 

People: Today, we join him in the garden to pray. Some of us 
are exhausted and cannot stay awake.  

Leader: Do not worry. You are in the presence of the Holy Spirit 
where forgiveness is granted and love prevails. 

OPENING PRAYER 
Protector God, Comforter and Guiding Light, we admit that these 
forty days have felt extraordinary. We are weak and tired and we 
long for the resurrection. Teach us to stay still and wait patiently. We 
do not want to abandon our beloved teacher and friend as he heads 
to the cross. Grant us courage to stay alert with him and with one 
another. AMEN 
*HYMN           Every Time I Feel The Spirit        N 282 
SCRIPTURE      Matthew 26:36-46                        Janice Morin 

Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he 

said to his disciples, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” He 

took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee and began to be 

grieved and agitated. Then he said to them, “My soul is deeply 

grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay awake with me.” And 

going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed, “My 

Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me, yet not what I want 

but what you want.” Then he came to the disciples and found them 

sleeping, and he said to Peter, “So, could you not stay awake with 

me one hour? Stay awake and pray that you may not come into the 



time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” Again 

he went away for the second time and prayed, “My Father, if this 

cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” Again he came and 

found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. So leaving them 

again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same 

words. Then he came to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still 

sleeping and taking your rest? Now the hour is at hand, and the Son 

of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get up, let us be going. 

Look, my betrayer is at hand.” 

SERMON         Stay Awake With Me          Rev. Laura Biddle 
ANTHEM                 The Lily of the Valley     Brookside Choir     
PRAYERS  

LORD’S PRAYER      

OFFERTORY               Just As I Am 
Jane Sherwin on piano and Dale Trombley on guitar.  

*DOXOLOGY                           

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God for all that love has done:  

  Creator, Christ, and Spirit One.  
*HYMN                     Breathe on Me, Breath of God     N 292    
BENEDICTION          

POSTLUDE     Lord of the Dance 
       
   Deacon of the Week: Heather Merrill 

Reader: Janice Morin 
Spirit Squad: The Drewry Family 

Sound Technician: Peter VanAmburg 
Technology: Dale Trombley 

 
As an open and affirming church, let’s wear our 
 nametags so we can all get to know each other. 

 
 



Please Remember in Prayer 
 
Cliff and Martha Church       Anne Lachance 
Susie Collins        Tricia Lucas  
Sis Dunn                                         Leigh Polish 
The Family of Linda Fleming  Anna O’Donnell 
Judy Foley and Lloyd Freese  Tim Smith 

 
Brookside’s sponsor children: Eben Gulo and Ryan Pierre 

~ Sakubva Church, UCC – the center candle celebrates our  
Ukama Partnership since 1996 ~ 

 

 
 
 

Envelopes for special Mission donations can be found at the church entrances. 
 
Holy Week 
Our Palm Sunday Worship service on March 29th will begin with a celebration 
of Jesus entering Jerusalem for the Passover. Palms and music from Godspell 
will prepare the way. As the service continues, we will begin our journey 
through Holy Week. 
 
On Thursday, April 2 at 7:00 pm our traditional Maundy Thursday Tenebrae 
Service will include Holy Communion and a dramatic reading written by 
Reverend Laura “Following Jesus in the Shadows.” 
 
Easter (April 5) begins with the women in the garden discovering the empty 
tomb at sunrise. As you enter the sanctuary you will see an empty cross that 
will become a sign of the resurrection of Jesus Christ by the close of the 
service. Join The Nottingham Brass for a lively version of the Hallelujah 
Chorus. Following worship, children will enjoy an Easter Egg Hunt on the 
Manning House lawn. 

 
 

Scan the code to 
donate to 
Brookside Church. 



 

 



 

 
 
 
 


