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*Please Stand

GREETING

The flowers this morning are given in loving memory of Herb Pence

by Judy Pence.

PRELUDE Mo Betta Blues; Lee

CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader: Early in the morning, our thoughts turn toward God. We
have been led to this mountaintop stream of flowing water
for worship.

People: We come, trusting in God’s steadfast love.

Leader: God has made an everlasting covenant with us. Let’s
proclaim God’s faithfulness in our prayers and our songs.

People: Sometimes we think that God has forgotten us. Often
we do not understand the ways God shows up in our
lives.

Leader: God shows us the value of life, love, and nature. Let’s
celebrate the presence of God’s Spirit.

OPENING PRAYER

O God who laughs at the incongruity of life and human nature, teach

us to laugh at our frail, fallible, gullible selves, formed in the image of

you. Laugh us to light-hearted life in the Spirit so that we are able to

face and endure times of sorrow and doubt. Bless this time with an

awareness of our soul’s flow. AMEN

*HYMN Amazing Grace (1-3) N 547

SCRIPTURE Genesis 18:1-15

The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at

the entrance of his tent in the heat of the day. He looked up and saw

three men standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from the

tent entrance to meet them and bowed down to the ground. He said,

“My lord, if | find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. Let a

little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves

under the tree. Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh

yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to

your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” And Abraham

hastened into the tent to Sarah and said, “Make ready quickly three

measures of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes.” Abraham ran to



the herd and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant,
who hastened to prepare it. Then he took curds and milk and the calf
that he had prepared and set it before them, and he stood by them
under the tree while they ate. They said to him, “Where is your wife
Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the tent.” Then one said, “l will surely
return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.”
And Sarah was listening at the tent entrance behind him. Now
Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in age; it had ceased to be
with Sarah after the manner of women. So Sarah laughed to herself,
saying, “After | have grown old, and my husband is old, shall | be
fruitful?” The Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say,
‘Shall | indeed bear a child, now that | am old?’ Is anything too
wonderful for the Lord? At the set time | will return to you, in due
season, and Sarah shall have a son.” But Sarah denied, saying, ‘I
did not laugh,” for she was afraid. He said, “Yes, you did laugh.”

SERMON Cup of Cold Water Rev. Laura Biddle
ANTHEM Wade in the Water

Chris Bonoli and Roy D’Innocenzo
PRAYERS
LORD’S PRAYER
OFFERTORY You Satisfy the Hungry Heart Heather Bridges
*DOXOLOGY
*HYMN I've Got Peace Like a River N 478
BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE | Wish | Knew What it Meant to Be Free; Taylor

Deacon of the Week: Ed Mitchell
Sound Technician: Peter VanAmburg
Technology: Matt Burch



% Please Remember in Prayer E@

Cliff and Martha Church Anne Lachance
Susie Collins Tricia Lucas
Sis Dunn Leigh Polish
Judy Foley and Lloyd Freese Anna O’Donnell

Brookside’s sponsor children: Eben Gulo and Ryan Pierre
~ Sakubva Church, UCC - the center candle celebrates our
Ukama Partnership since 1996 ~

Scan the code to
donate to
Brookside Church.

Envelopes for special Mission donations can be found at the church entrances.

Open Flower Date — Sunday, July 12
We have an open flower date on Sunday, July 12. If you would like to donate
flowers for the altar, please contact Sarah Merrill at simerrill50@gmail.com.

Summer Book Group - Tuesday, August 25 at 6:00 pm on Zoom

This writer is extraordinary. He has captured relationships between friends,
both living and dead, with a stroke of genius. We meet characters of all ages
as we learn something about the joy of making art with all of its depth,
creativity, and spontaneity. Fredrik Backman's book, My Friends, is a great
summer read and will be a fascinating foundation for our discussion. To
register, please contact Louise by August 17.



mailto:slmerrill50@gmail.com

Women's Spirituality Retreat

Friday, October 30 - Sunday, November 1, 2026 - Waterville, NH
Inviting all Brookside women to join us for a weekend at the lovely
home of Judi & Ed Mitchell in the White Mountains. The retreat will
run from Friday evening, with a potluck dinner at 6:30 pm, to midday
Sunday. The cost will be $150 per person. For additional information
or to RSVP by August 1st or direct questions to: Dorice Reitchel
(dodiesrepurposed@gmail.com) or Sarah Duffley
(duffleytaylor@gmail.com).
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Brookside Congregational Church
¥ ~ Youth Troupe Summer Camp
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FREE 1-week performing arts day camp
for kids ages 6* - 13!

*Children must be able to read fluently at 1st grade level

Register at:

g ™
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Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound 547

St -4, John Newton, 1775 alt.
81 5, A Collection of Sacred Ballads, 790
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1 A - maz - ing grace, how  sweet  the sound,  that

2 'Twas  grace that taught  my heart 10 fear, and

3 Through man - ¥ dan - gers, ftoils, and  snares, I
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saved a wretch  like me! I once  was Iﬂslf._ but
grace my  fears re - lieved: How pre - cious did = that
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now am found, was blind  but now I see,
grace ap - pear the  hour I first  be - lieved!
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I've Got Peace Like a River

Isa. 66:12; 1 Pet. 1:8-9; { John 4:7-12 African-American spiritual
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1 I've got peace like a riv-er, [I've got peace like a
2 I've got joy like a foun-tain, I've got jov like a
3 I've pot love  like an  o-cean, ['ve got love  like an
4 I've got faith  like an an-chor, I've got  faith like an
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soul. Fve got riv soul.
soul. I've got fuun—tam in my soul.
soul. I've got o-cean in my  soul
soul. I've got an-chor in my  soul
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